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Here’s a truth you can count on: Doing your part to get your 
home ready for the painting crew’s arrival will take longer than 
you expect. You can eliminate some of the fatigue and stress 
by scheduling two full weekends for preparations prior to the 
start date. Add a third weekend if you are removing wallpaper 
and washing off paste residue.

Ask capable help to be on hand for all or part of the work. If 
possible, see if younger children can visit family, neighbors, 
or friends for 5 or 6 hours each day or hire a babysitter to 
entertain them so you can concentrate on your tasks. Consider 
encouraging your helpers with the promise of a lunch at a 
favorite restaurant or a trip to the movies if all preparations are 
done a full day before the project starts.

Painting your siding may take less of your personal prep time 
than interior paint jobs, especially if you have exterior tasks 
you’re farming out to a gardener. Interiors are usually more 
time-consuming and complex. When you’re packing up for 
interior jobs, remember to keep out an example of the major 
fabric in each room to compare it to the first finished wall in 
the room.
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Strategies for Successful Paint Jobs
Each home is different, of course, but common prep tasks are 
listed here:

1. Exterior preparations: Trim or tie back plants to give 
painters access for walking and setting up ladders. Move 
any lighter weight yard furniture, ornaments, bird baths, 
dog houses, potted plants or other obstructions that 
could be hazardous. Leave the heavier items for the paint 
crew to move, but allow them to spend most of their time 
painting, not lugging around every small item. 

2. Interior preparations, first weekend: Prior to the first 
weekend of prep, round up boxes from grocery and liquor 
stores. Sweep out a section of the garage or basement 
to receive items. Then start packing groups of items like 
books, music collections, china, crystal and silverware from 
movable shelves, hutches and book cases as well as toys, 
sports equipment and wall art. 

Although damages are infrequent, check on your furnishings. 
Painters often move furniture to the center of the room and 
cover it with drop cloths. Be sure you notice any scratches 
or gouges so that you and the crew are in agreement on the 
condition of items. 

3. Interior preparations, second weekend: Take down 
draperies and rods, roll up area rugs, remove wall-hung 
shelves, and clear out the pantry if it is to be painted. For 
closets to be painted, painters often move the bed away 
from the bedroom wall, then remove shoes and clothes 
on hangers and pile them on the bed covered with drop 

cloths. If you don’t want shoes rubbing against clothing, 
put them in boxes. You may wish to cover beds with 
sheets before the clothing is piled on it.

If you have a home office, empty any contents that could 
fall out of storage cabinets. Ask in advance if the contractor 
will have a hand truck for moving file cabinets. Most office 
furniture can be pulled away from walls and covered with drop 
cloths if this allows adequate space for the crew. 

4. Family preparations: Young children often find it 
upsetting to have the house in turmoil, and elderly 
householders may find the hubbub exhausting. If 
bedrooms are being painted, you may be able to camp 
out in the living areas for the duration. Older children 
can probably stay with friends though younger children 
may fare better staying with their parents in a motel or 
with family. Pets should not be in work areas, so make 
arrangements for their care. 

Try to stay close enough to home for one adult to make 
morning or lunch hour visits to inspect progress and 
workmanship. If you have to be at work at a certain time, 
arrange for the crew to be there before you leave so you can 
talk with them about progress, scheduling or any problems. 
Be sure trusted neighbors have a key to your house and your 
phone number so they can report if the crew is noisy or hasn’t 
shown up.

Keep in mind that this period of inconvenience should have a 
long payback period in your redecorated home! 


